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WHAT'S ON

MORNING TALK

Miegunyah House Museum

Thursday 10 November / 10.30am

Guest speaker Jo Besley presents ‘Museums as places for
Healing and Reconciliation: Reflections from my 2009-
2010 Churchill Fellowship’- visiting the USA, Europe,
England, Northern Ireland and South Africa. The important
role museums have in assisting communities and
individuals to recover from traumatic events and
experiences. $8 /$10 includes morning tea.

BLACK SNAKE CREEK FESITIVAL

Marburg

Saturday October 8 / 10am-4pm

The Black Snake Creek Festival is an annual festival held
in Marburg. The Rosewood Scrub Historical Society will
have a special display of historic photographs of the area
and of historic automobiles.

DISPLAYS

Brisbane Square Library

Open daily

Brisbane history continues to be on show over the coming
months at the BSL Local History Gallery. A display from
the Brisbane Tramways Museum is showing through
October including photos of employees from the 1920’s —
1960’s, uniform pieces and other tramway memorabilia.
Displays change monthly and can be accompanied by a
slide presentation. If your organisation is interested in
participating contact Christine on 3403 4166.

TRAVELLING EXHIBITION

Redland Art Gallery Cleveland

Sunday 23 Oct—Sunday 27

For the first time and on an unprecedented scale, an
impressive selection of artworks from 27 of the State’s
regional gallery and university collections. Twelve Degrees
of Latitude contains a range of visually spectacular small
and large-scale wall works, three-dimensional,
experimental and freestanding works, including works by
leading Queensland artists.

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS

Wolston House, Grindle Rd Wacol

Sunday 27 Nov / 11am - 4pm

Relax and enjoy a Devonshire tea or buy a snack from the
sausage sizzle whilst browsing through the Gift Shop,
Christmas Craft Stall and the Monster Trash & treasure.
For more details visit www.nationaltrustqld.org

Embroiderers Guild, 149 Brunswick St Fortitude Valley
Sunday 27 Nov / 8am - 12pm

Two floors of beautiful handmade and embroidered goods
will be on sale just in time for Christmas. A stall of goods
called Second Hand Rose will also be available.
Devonshire teas at small cost.
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A Word from the Chair

Since the last edition of this newsletter the Board have
been finalising the BLHN Strategic Plan and have
identified three key goals; raising community awareness
of BLHN, seeking partnerships and sponsorship, and
providing support to our members. At present our
identified objectives for the next couple of years are; to
further refine the C&HP booklet, to re-develop the web-
site, to develop the digital tour application(app), to submit
a new application for triennial funding from BCC and to
convene a third sub-committee for funding .

In addition to reviewing the Strategic plan the Board has
also been undertaking a broad review of our future plan.
Whilst this is partially driven by the question of funding we
are very much motivated by the desire to see Brisbane’s
living heritage promoted to the best of our ability. This
review is a work in progress.

After 10 years of operation the Board believe that we
need a warts and all review from our members of how
we are travelling. We are in the process of compiling a
survey and | hope you can provide us with some
feedback on your relationship with BLHN and your
thoughts on our future direction.

Many of our organisations rely on a volunteer workforce.
Anecdotal evidence presented to the Board suggests that
some organisations are experiencing difficulty attracting
and retaining volunteers suitable for work with heritage and
cultural organisations. We are interested in your feedback
as to whether BLHN can play a greater role facilitating the
link between volunteers and our member organisations.
That question will be posed in the survey.

The survey will be emailed to members over the coming
weeks. Please take a few minutes to give us your
feedback and help determine BLHN'’s future direction
and activities.

lan Jempson

lan Jempson
BLHN Chairperson

Looking for MORE things to do...

Take a look at the BLHN online EVENTS CALENDAR at
www.blhn.org

With over 50 different events and activities hosted by
BLHN member organisations there is something for
everyone. Events are listed according to date so it's
easy to find what's on when. To add your BLHN event to
the calendar contact the coordinator on 3223 6606.

Brisbane’s Living Heritage Network
is proudly supported by
Brisbane City Council
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SO YOU SPEAK SWAHILI, MR CRESSWELL

From his birth at Gibraltar in July 1852 to his death in a private
hospital at Malvern in Melbourne Victoria in April 1933, Creswell
lived a life which would have been the envy of many. As a
‘snotty’ or midshipman in the Royal Navy, he travelled the world;
first visiting the Australian continent in 1869. Promoted sub-
lieutenant in 1871, there was then a transfer to the China
Station and, in a skirmish with Malay pirates, he was shot — an
injury that was rewarded with a promotion! After recuperation,
Creswell was posted to the East Indian Station and from 1877;
he was serving aboard HMS London in that most exotic of
destinations, Zanzibar.

And yes, here it was that, as an officer working at the forefront
of suppressing the slave trade, Creswell became an interpreter
in Swahili. In 1873, Sultan Barghash had been forced, under
threat of bombardment by British naval forces, to sign an edict
which made illegal the sea-borne slave trade whereby Arabs
were the main traders and Europeans used slaves on their
plantations in the Indian Ocean islands. That said, slavery still
persisted on the mainland.

Il with fever, invalided back to England and disconsolate with
his prospects of promotion, Creswell then — curiously — turned
his back on the Royal Navy, 6 c a me aandh inrcempany
with his brother Charles, migrated to Australia where a career ‘in
the bush’ beckoned.

That, at least, was the plan but the Sea proved too much of a
siren and, in October 1885, ‘Bill' Creswell was back in uniform, a
Lieutenant Commander no less and XO aboard HMCS
Protector, the flagship of South Australia’s colonial navy.

Creswell was re-born and his steadfast nationalistic advocacy
for an Australian navy had its first airings. He married Adelaide
Elizabeth Stow in December 1888 and, in time, 6 children [2
daughters and 4 boys] followed. By June 1895, Creswell was
Captain Commandant of the South Australian navy.

The impetus for the Australian colonies to come together in one
Nation was gaining momentum with champions and critics of the
Cause now clearly identified and so it seems surprising that
Creswell should accept the position of Commandant of the naval
forces in a colony — Queensland — where its metropolitan
citizenry was so opposed to the much-vaunted Federation
Movement.

In Brisbane, ‘home’ was Borva on land between the Brisbane
River and Gladstone Road just down from Highgate Hill. Now

the site of St. Ita’s Church and School, this was an Estate of
11 acres and a 9 roomed house. It was a family of 7 who
arrived in the Colony — wife Adelaide, twin sons Edmund and
Randolph [born 1890], another son Colin [born 1894], two
daughters Margaret [born 1893] and Frances Mary Noel [born
1898].

‘On paper’, his appointment would continue until late 1904, by
which time a 6th child, Peter, had arrived (August 1904}.
Reflecting on Creswell’s time as Qld Naval Commandant, the
Brisbane Courier of 5 May 1900 expressed delight...’"He has
an open hearty manner, which will no doubt pave the way to
an easy and enduring popularity, and the look of one who
knows how to command r €&espdf allt
the colonial navies, QId seemed to boast the greater Ship’s
Company and largest assortment of vessels and yet, it was
not Gayundah or Paluma or Otter or Midge that was offered
to the British government for overseas service upon the
outbreak of the Boxer Rebellion but rather Creswell’s former
command Protector and Creswell was seconded to re-
assume command for this history-making deployment.
Protector was the ideal choice. Originally styled a steel
cruiser and later a gunboat, she displaced 920 tons, had a
maximum speed of 14 knots and had a Ship’s Company of 90
officers and ratings.

And, in an interesting postscript; in 2011, we have the
privilege of having her remains in QId waters...long after the
colonial navies had been absorbed into the RAN, and bearing
the new name the US army requisitioned her for war service
in New Guinea during World War Il. Off Gladstone, following
a collision with a tug, this gallant servant to Australia was
abandoned to become part to the channel that marks the
approach to Heron Island and where her hulk is still on
display today.

Continued on page 4...

Queensland’s 2011 Museum & Gallery Services Queensland State Conference:
Video & Powerpoint Presentations Now Available

Video and powerpoint presentations from Museum and Gallery Services Queensland’s 2011 State Conference,
held in Mackay in August, are now available to view and download from the M&GSQ website at

www.magsq.com.au/01_cms/details.asp?ID=749

View presentations by international and national keynote speakers on the following conference topics:

Agents of social change and challenging stories.
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collecting practices.

Managing our carbon footprint and lighting solutions.

Dealing with Disaster... bush fires, floods and cyclones.

Build it... reconceptualising museum and gallery spaces.

Beyond the Wallls... new media, public art and heritage interpretation.
Changing Nature of Collections...documentation & preservation of new media art, contemporary

Photos from the Conference are also available on M&GSQ'’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/magsq
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UQ Museum Studies - news

Museum Studies is an inter-disciplinary field of study
that encompasses museum history, theory and
practice.

UQ Museum Studies postgraduate programme continues
to flourish and 2011 has seen some fantastic
developments that will benefit postgraduate students
registered on the programme. The most significant of
these is the establishment of industry collaborations
allowing postgraduates to take full advantage of
Queensland’s world-class museums, galleries and heritage
institutions. Museum training is delivered with input from
leading museum curators, directors and collections staff
meaning that all the latest techniques, practices and issues
are dealt with on the programme. Special emphasis is
placed on practice-led sessions so postgraduates acquire
skills through museum workshops and handling sessions
as well as lectures and seminars. Moreover, postgraduates
can also enhance their career prospects or update existing
skills by undertaking a period of assessed project work
within a partner museum, gallery or heritage institution — in
Brisbane, Australia, or overseas.

New Course Convenor: Dr Graeme Were is an
anthropologist with experience managing medical,
ethnographic, and science collections at University College
London. He has also held posts at the British Museum and
Horniman Museum in London. He has extensive
experience of directing and developing material culture
and museum studies programs.

All enquires should be directed to: Dr Graeme Were
g.were@ug.edu.au

UQAM Seminar : Advancing Visitor
Engagement in Museums and Galleries

Presented by Museum & Gallery Services Qld, UQ Art
Museum and UQ Museum Studies Program.

When: 2:00pm - 5:30pm, Wednesday 2 November 2011
Where: UQ Art Museum, University Drive, St Lucia

Keynote Address: Gail Davitt, Chair of Learning Initiatives
and the Dallas Museum of Art League Director of Education,
USA: From audience research to enhanced visitor
engagement. Gail will discuss how the Dallas Museum of Art
changed its institutional culture and enhanced audience
engagement and learning. The museum conducted and
applied the outcomes of a seven-year study that probed
beyond the traditional demographics of marketing-focused
research and instead used qualitative questions to uncover
how visitors engage with art as well as their comfort levels in
looking at and talking about art.

Respondent Case Studies: Donna McColm, Head of Public
Programs, Children’s Art Centre and Membership, QAG/
GOMA and Gillian Ridsdale, Curator of Public Programs, UQ
Art Museum. PART 2 Case Studies, Creating Personal
Experiences in Museums Using 21st Century Technology:
Use of smartphone technology in Dallas Museum of Art (Gail
Davitt), Interactive Tours in QAG|GOMA (Kate Ravenswood,
Head of Access, Education & Regional Services,
QAG|GOMA) and Use of Smart Auslan by the National
Sports Museum (Tony Bennetts, Chief Information Officer,
Australian Communication Exchange)

For more information and to obtain a registration form,
visit www.magsq.com.au or Ph: 07 3215 0820, email
information@magsq.com.au

Parliament’s Portrait

...historic milestone

The BLHN website provides a wealth of information about
Brisbane’s history and it’s a big job to keep on top of the
many facts and anniversaries mentioned, so we were grateful
when Chris Benson from Martinez, California recently pointed
out the passing of an historic milestone which had escaped
our attention.

Parliament House’s portrait of Prince Edward, which appears
on the BLHN website, credited Edward as being England’s
longest serving heir apparent. Mr Benson confirmed that...
‘OPr i nce Ed w-appatentiranshis tighi (&
November 1841) until the death of his mother Queen Victoria
(22 January 1901)...a period of 59 years, 2 months and 13
dayséb.

This fact was indeed true, until earlier this year. Mr Benson
pointed out that ‘Prince Edward is no longer the longest http://www.brisbanelivingheritage.ora/01 cms.

serving heir-apparent in English history. The current Prince details_pop.asp?ID=314

Charles has been heir-apparent for a couple of months

longer. Prince Charles became the heir apparent upon the The real portrait of Prince Edward can be seen at
death of his grandfather King George VI (6 February 1952) Parliament House. Public tours run on non-sitting
and thus excee d-agpardhtdengthrod I Aprih e idays only. Check the Parliament House website for
this year. tour times.

Thanks to Mr Bensons correspondence and attention to http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/

historical dates BLHN’s website now stands corrected;
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continued...

Watching Protector enter the Port of Brisbane on 14 August
1900, Creswell observed...l was glad indeed to see the sturdy
little ship steam into a berth in the Brisbane River. It was a
stroke of luck that brought me back into my old force, every
soul of whom | knew so well.

As luck would have it, battle honours proved elusive with
Creswell moved to observe that having steamed thousands of
miles, our tasks consisted of odd jobs and services here, there
and everywhere. On December 14 — just 4 months + one day
— Protector was back in Brisbane and on the 16™. he resumed
his duties as Qld’s naval chief.

Was P r ot e Shipts Cdnmpany greeted like returning
conquering heroes? Hardly. Brisbane’s Courier was not
impressed and thundered...the gallant little gunboat was
permitted to come up the Brisbane River, remain at her
moorings in the Garden Reach for over 24 hours and again
leave on her southward journey without so much as a cheer
for the boys of the bulldog breed.

In any study of William Rooke Creswell and his place in the
Australian historical narrative, this sabbatical has often come
under scrutiny and seen by some as quixotic. It was not for,
just months out from the formal federation of the Australian
colonies, this was the defining moment for Creswell and his
ongoing advocacy for an Australian navy. There were new
risks...it was one thing to have an opinion that differed from
one’s colonial masters and, it required a special tact as distinct
from insubordination to challenge the Committee of Imperial
Defence in far-off England; but now there were new political
masters.

Creswell was unrepentant. In an interview with a reporter from
the Brisbane Courier in February 1902, Creswell re-asserted
his mantra; reminding the readers that this was a Vision
shared by his colleagues...some years ago, | put forward 1
and have ever since advocated i that the Australian is
capable of taking just such a place afloat in the sea power of
the Empire as he has since proved he can fill with such
distinction at the front.

The new Australian government had to believe in [and share]
his sentiments and, thankfully, Creswell had an ally in Prime
Minister Deakin. February 1904 saw Creswell elevated to the
position of naval officer commanding the Commonwealth
Naval Forces whilst at the same time serving as naval
commandant in Qld and, after October of the same year, naval
commandant of Victoria.

On Christmas Eve 1904, the post of Naval Officer Command-
ing naval Forces was abolished and, in its place, again with
Creswell in charge, the position of Director of Naval Forces
was created. At this time, the local naval forces totalled
around 1,000 men [most engaged on a militia basis], a few
hundred cadets and a primary ‘fleet’ that numbered 9
vessels...Protector(SA), Gayundah (Q), Paluma (Q),
Countess of Hopetoun (V), Childers (V), Nepean (V),
Cerberus (V), Lonsdale (V) and Mosquito (Q).

Creswell had a plan...design a ship-building programme that
would include 3 destroyers, 16 torpedo boat destroyers and 15
torpedo boats over a 7 year period; thereby truly becoming a
blue-water defence force.

In 1906 the Australian Government sent Creswell to England
to study naval developments. Here Creswell’s patriotism and
passion attracted the admiration of The First Sea Lord,

Admiral of the Fleet Sir John Fisher however his treatment
was less cordial; indeed to call him a pariah in the eyes of
many was being kind. The Director of Naval Forces in
Australia was accorded the status of a foreign naval attaché
and recognised as a ‘disaffected person’.

Back in Australia, Deakin set aside funding for coastal
defence however his successor, Labor's Andrew Fisher went
one step further and much to the delight of Creswell, ordered
2x700 ton, 27 knot torpedo boat destroyers.

It is said that ‘good things come to those who wait’ and
Creswell whilst both a patient and stoic man, could never
have envisaged that the threat of German naval power would
provide the impetus for the realisation of an Australian blue-
water navy operated by Australians for Australians.

It was, however, one thing to advocate for a navy; another to
be charged with running one...on St. David’'s Day 1911,
Creswell became the first naval member of the Australian
Naval Board; in June he was appointed K.C.M.G., appointed
a Rear Admiral and on July 10, His Majesty King George V
granted the title of Royal Australian Navy to the permanent
Commonwealth Naval Forces.

On Monday 4 October 1913 at 10.30am, the Australian Fleet
assembled off Sydney Heads. Thousands of spectators lined
the foreshores, the sky was cobalt blue and a balloon shot up
from the vicinity of the South Head lighthouse and shortly
afterwards a parachute was seen to gracefully descend in the
direction of Watson’s Bay...5 years earlier America’s Great
White Fleet had made a similar appearance; a fillip then to
those Australians who — like Creswell — would but dare hope
for a naval force of their own.

The battleship AUSTRALIA led the way, followed by the
cruisers MELBOURNE, ENCOUNTER and SYDNEY with the
torpedo destroyers WARREGO and PARRAMATTA following.
A gilt medal was struck to honour the day. At this same time,
6 other ships soon to join the RAN were being fitted out or on
the builder’s stocks...BRISBANE, SWAN, TORRENS,
DERWENT and the submarines AE1 and AE2.

In the four years that was The Great War [1914-1918], there
was scarcely a household unaffected by the loss of a loved
one. In August 1913, the Cresswells were a family of 8. By
August 1919 when William Rooke Creswell relinquished
office, they were a family of 5...daughter Margaret Adelaide
having died in 1913, Randolph killed in 1917 in Palestine
while serving as a Captain in the Camel Corps, his twin
Edmund wounded at Bullecourt the same year and brother
Colin lost at sea, again in 1917, whilst serving aboard the
submarine E-47.

After time spent living in Silvan outside Melbourne, Cresswell
died on 20 April 1933, aged 80 years. Like his daughter
Margaret, he was, buried at the Brighton Cemetery where he
reposes in the Company of Sir John Monash, 4 Victoria Cross
heroes and Squizzy Taylor, amongst others.

2011 is the 100" anniversary of Australian
naval forces being accorded the privilege
of the pre-n o mi n a | 6Royal 6.

David Gibson© www.talkinghistorywithdavidgibson.com
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Meeting Point

Where Arts...meets Corporate...meets NGO’s...meets
Government...meets Sports...meets
Community...meets Agencies...meets
Research...together as one

The business of sponsorship involves a myriad of
knowledge, expertise, experience and nous. Join over
300 marketing, advertising and sponsorship
managers from around Australia as we delve into just
what it takes to build, drive and succeed in the
business of sponsorship. This will be the pinnacle
meeting point for our industry. Developed by the
industry for the industry.

National Conference 2011
19 -21 October 2011
Sheraton Mirage, Gold Coast

To register visit -
www.sponsorshipaustralasia.com.au

...Sponsorship Australasia

IN FOCUS. a good read for all

Do you receive this newsletter on behalf of members of your
organisation ??...don’t forget to print off a copy for the notice
board or lunch room so everyone can enjoy a good read.

Know someone who would like to receive the IN FOCUS
newsletter? Contact the BLHN office to add their contact
details to the database. The next issue of IN FOCUS will be
distributed mid March 2012. Please send your contributions
and articles to BLHN no later than Tuesday March 6.

IN FOCUS. online

Did you know...that the In Focus newsletter is now available
online. Each current issue can be downloaded from the BLHN
homepage at www.blhn.org

BLHN Guidebook... do you need more ?

Does your organisation need more supplies of the BLHN
guidebook Cultural & Heritage Places...of Greater Brisbane ?

If so please contact the BLHN coordinator to arrange delivery.

Want to be a tour guide ?

BLHN run a variety of heritage tours which take in Brisbane's
many historic sites and venues. BLHN tours come in a variety
of formats including walking tours, coach tours and cruises and
are run on weekdays as well as weekends. BLHN are

currently recruiting volunteers for guiding or assisting on

heritage tours. If you are interested contact BLHN for more
information.

Contact BLHN
Phone: 3223 6606 Web: www.blhn.org
Email: info@brisbanelivingheritage.org

MoB:

Cabinet of Curiosities
New Exhibition at Museum of Brisbane

The Wunderkammer or as it is called in English the Cabinet

of Curiosities was the 16" century forerunner of the modern
museum. European kings and princes would send emissaries
to the far flung reaches of the known world to bring back
strange, exotic and rare objects, which were installed in a
dedicated room in the palace for the ruler's enjoyment.

In this tradition, MoB has cast a net over South-East
Queensland to gather together a collection of rare and
wondrous artefacts and objects. Drawing on the collections
of the Brisbane Living Heritage Network, this cabinet of
curiosities will be an interactive experience where visitors can
get up close to explore the intriguing contents of the
‘wunderkammer’ for themselves!

Among the fascinating stories revealed are figures important
to our city’s history such as Sir Thomas Brisbane, Lady
Dimantina Bowen and the well-known Mayne family. Other
objects explore more contemporary aspects of our history
including World War Il and the infamous Whisky Au Go Go
firebombing. Visitors will discover stories that may shock,
delight and illuminate little known aspects of our city.

Museum of Brisbane is at 157 Ann Street
Cabinet of Curiosities opens on 25 Nov 2011
and runs until 25 Nov 2012

3

lb ‘7‘ !

)

Meet the new BLHN Board

The recent AGM saw a few changes to the BLHN Board.
Jackie Butler (Tingalpa Pioneers’Chapel & Cemetery) and
Katie Law (Commissariat Store Museum) stood down from
the board. Lisa Jones (Qld Police Museum) was welcomed
back after a years absence and Stewart Armstrong
(National Trust QId) joined the Board as a new director.
There is still one director vacancy so if you are interested
in joining the Board please contact the BLHN office.
Members are also encouraged to participate in BLHN

sub-committees which meet regularly to discuss planning
for tours, publications and other specialised activities and
projects.

Pictured above: Lisa Jones (QIld Police Museum), Deannah Vieth
(Museum of Brisbane), John Wright (Victoria Barracks Museum),
Nicole Schellback (BLHN Co-ordinator), Dr Katie McConnel (Old
Government House), Claire Lees (Diamantina Health Care Museum)
and lan Jempson (Qld Maritime Museum).

Absent from photo: Brittany Trubody (MacArthur Museum) and
Stewart Armstrong (Wolston House).
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